
St Hugh’s JCR - HT19 Meeting 3 - Minutes
Sunday 17th February 2019, 8pm, 6th Week HT19, JCR

1. Reports from members of the JCR Committee 

2. Statement by the JCR Treasurer of the balance of the term’s motion 
budget and the balance of any other budget relevant to this meeting 

3. Late motions for admission 

4. Action motions for debate asking for funding

5. Action motions for debate not asking for funding

6. Statement motions for debate 

7. Items for discussion 

8. Any other business 

1. Reports from members of the JCR Committee.

President - Emma O’Callaghan

Vice President - Alice Worsley

Secretary - Oscar Baker

Treasurer - Vaibhav Chandak

Access - Maddie Mann

Welfare and Equal Opportunities - Lana Firth, Joseph Uhlar, and Rita Kimijima-
Dennemeyer

Careers and Academic Affairs Rep - Harrison Engler

Entz Reps - Kavana Crossley and Aluet Nyuon

LGBTQ+ Rep - Katya Turchin

International Students’ Rep - Aman Modi

Charities & Communities Rep - Laura Bishop

Environment & Ethics Rep - Jiaqi Li

Sports and Societies Rep - Viv Leong

DoDO - Leon Sui

Freshers’ Rep - Morayo Adesina
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2. Statement by the JCR Treasurer of the balance of the 
term’s motion budget and the balance of any other budget 
relevant to this meeting. 

This was announced by the Secretary, in the Treasurer’s absence. 

3. Late motions for admission

Motion A: Changing the constitutional role of the LGBTQ+ Rep

THE JCR NOTES:
1. An informal “transition fund” has been used from the JCR LGBT budget for 

the past 3 years

THE JCR BELIEVES:  
1. By adding this fund formally to the constitution, we minimise the chance that it will 
fail to be known about and advertised by future LGBT / Trans* reps
2. A person’s gender identity should not be the cause of financial hardship
 
THE JCR RESOLVES:  
1. To update the role description of the LGBT rep as follows:

Appendix A 9.i. The JCR Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) 
Representative
shall: 

Vii. Use their budget to cover a “Transition Fund” reimbursing any transgender 
students for costs incurred as a result of their transgender identity e.g. train 
travel to gender clinic appointments / specific clothing etc. Allocation of this 
fund is at the discretion of the LGBTQ rep and treasurer.  

 
Proposer: Rowan Green (ex-LGBTQ+ Rep) 
Seconder: Katya Turchin (JCR LGBTQ+ Rep)

Short Factual Points
There were none. 

Points of debate
The Welfare Rep (Joe Uhlar) asked why there was a need for a formal codification if 
there had been any problems in the past.
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The Proposer and Seconder responded, noting that it was just so this budgetary 
stipulation is formally constituted and is not forgotten by future JCR Committee 
LGBTQ+ Reps.

Vote
55 in favour, 0 against, 3 abstentions

MOTION PASSES, IN THE FIRST INSTANCE
__________________

Motion B: Renaming the JCR (the room) - Junior Common Womb

THE JCR NOTES:
1. Since its previous name was removed, the JCR currently remains unnamed. 
2. The JCR should be renamed the “Junior Common Womb” until the end of Trinity 

Term 2019. 

THE JCR BELIEVES:
1. It is a shame to leave our JCR unnamed as it is a great opportunity to express 

something of value to the students at St Hugh’s. Our JCR’s name can reveal 
something about our commitment to certain values and this is an opportunity that 
should not be wasted.

2. The new Hugh’s JCR Women’s Reps are doing a great job at tackling the male 
dominated space of the JCR and normalising the conversation around women’s 
bodies. Periods are something experienced by half of the population, including at 
St Hugh’s, and yet we still treat them as secretive and embarrassing. A lot of the 
time periods can be debilitating, and it would be advantageous for women to be 
able to admit when they are experiencing difficulties without fear of judgement.

3. These conversations are so important as, in other countries, women are literally 
dying (e.g. menstruation huts in Nepal) due to a lack of conversation about these 
issues. 

4. This change represents the fun, vibrant space the JCR is and the important 
conversations that can be held within it. 

5. Following on from the success of the period party, it would be nice to build on this 
work and create some permanent change to the space. We want this space to feel 
welcoming to all. 

6. This is not supposed to be an exclusionary movement. Not all women have 
wombs and some men do. 

7. We all came from a womb. 

THE JCR RESOLVES:
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1. To rename the JCR (the room), the “Junior Common Womb”, until the end of 
Trinity Term 2019. At this point we can reconsider the name of the JCR, taking into 
account how inclusive a space it is then. 

2. To mandate the Hugh’s JCR Women’s Reps to create a sign with the new name to 
place above the door should the motion pass.

Proposed: Naomi Hirst (ex-Charities and Communities Rep)
Seconded: Asher Winter

Short factual points:

The President (Emma O’Callaghan) noted that this will be an online vote, 
encouraging members to not hold back their opinions but be sensitive to 
issues on show here. 

D. Watts asks if the JCR is currently unnamed. The President noted that College do 
recognise that the name of this room has now changed. 

Points of debate:

M. Clark asked whether the room would now be called the JCW. The proposer stated 
that this would not be the case. 

H. Engler argued that it might be better to name the room after a notable alumna. 
Concerns were expressed that this was less fun, and could be problematic. 

B. Epstein (JCR Women*’s Rep) also argued that the room was not about alumna. 
Renaming it the womb will encourage debate about the real issue, which is 
that the JCR is a male-dominated space. Having this name would make 
people more conscious that women are allowed to be in that space, and be 
confident using it. People should be mindful of this change. If people people 
adapt to calling it the womb and speaking more about periods, conversations 
on these subjects will be greater normalised across the entire JCR. 

C. Acheson lightly noted that the last time we named the JCR after an alumna, she 
later became a war criminal. Those present appreciated the light-hearted 
comment. 

The Independent Chair read out an anonymous comment in opposition the motion, 
submitted to him via the usual means. There were no immediate responses. 

D. Watts argued also that labelling the JCR a male-dominated space does not stress 
that men should not be allowed in the room, but just highlights that 90% of the 
time it is true that men are those using the facilities. While this might be a 
small gesture, this is actually a beneficial move locally. Normalising these 
conversations is good, and that is not to have pretensions that this action will 
change the situation in countries around the world where women*’s rights are 
denied to a greater extent. This is meant as a light-hearted, temporary change 
to raise awareness. 
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N. Hirst (The Proposer) argues that this move was in no way trying to suggest this 
was going to change the world. It was meant along the lines of the vac that 
our attitudes and how we can change things to us. The Proposer also noted 
that normalisation of these subjects in countries like Nepal (as discussed 
previously) were triangulated with schools in the UK where girls are missing 
school while menstruating. It is therefore always valuable to have 
conversation on these subjects in a space like Oxford. 

R. Whittaker argued that the proposed new name sounded like this change trivialises 
possible speech impediments. Citing the case of a close friend, R. Whittaker 
feels this proposed action is insensitive. 

L. Hunt argued that this change was a small innocuous way of making an innocent 
change to create a nicer space for the JCR. He argued that it was not meant 
as, or would be, insensitive to speech impediments. 

L. Nagy asks what will happen to the name of the room after Trinity term. 

N. Hirst notes that someone can propose to discuss this later on, and whether this 
will change to the name of an alumna. This will be a discussion for Trinity. 

B. Epstein (Women*’s Rep) notes that the two Women*’s Reps would want to have a 
revote for Freshers’ to have similar conversations about this. 

J. Cowland asks whether the other decorations around the room will maintain. He 
argues that it is perfectly reasonable to find wall artwork feature female 
menstruation uncomfortable while watching television.

C. Acheson responds that every woman has to look at such things every month for 
the rest of their lives. 

A. Winter also responds to J. Cowland, noting that anything can indeed go on the 
wall. 

J. Cowland suggests that this move is largely a pun, and in no way related to the rest 
of the debate.

R. Orloff responds that this is all related and is intended to open up a debate so all of 
this can be properly discussed. R. Orloff notes that it is our space and the 
question is about choosing which conversations we choose to have. By all 
means, put up pictures of yourself and others on the wall but if you do have a 
problem with such illustrations, we should have a discussion about this. Those 
who have issues should have a discussion with the individual who has 
attached their name to the specific paintings. 

J. Curry states that she feels this is something which is unapologetically focussed on 
women’s bodies, which is refreshing to see. 
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B. Epstein argues that this is first time so many women have spoken in this JCR 
meeting and this is an excellent sign that this sort of step would be a very 
good one. 

The President suggests a close to the discussion, in advance of the hitherto 
announced online vote.

Vote: 
An online ballot was duly held.

The votes were 64 in favour, 84 against, with 5 abstaining.

THE MOTION FAILS.
____________________

Late Motion C: New Honorary Membership of the JCR (David Angiolini)

THE JCR NOTES:
1. David Angiolini has recently played a significant role in JCR life
2. He donated £74 at the St. Hugh’s Promise Auction
3. He has appeared for SHC W1 and W2

THE JCR BELIEVES: 
1. Efforts to integrate into JCR life should be commended, as should charitable 

efforts

THE JCR RESOLVES:
1. To make David Angiolini an Honorary Member of the JCR

Proposed: Harrison Engler (JCR Careers and Academic Affairs Rep)
Seconded: Laura Bishop (JCR Charities and Communities Rep)

Short factual points and points of debate:
B. Shotton asks what this honorary membership actually means. 
H. Engler cites the rules and definitions of this honorary membership correctly.

The Sports and and Socs Rep questions whether he has in fact bought his way into 
honorary membership. B. Shotton responds that he has also built an igloo.

M. Clark notes that he is a really nice guy. N. Hirst suggests that this is a slippery 
slope as the Principal’s other children will want honorary membership.

Vote 
35 in favour, 14 abstentions, 2 against
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MOTION PASSES WITH SUPERMAJORITY
____________________

4. Action motions for debate asking for funding.

Motion A: Sect_viscera magazine

THE JCR NOTES:
1. Sect_viscera is a new Oxford-based magazine, showcasing Oxford and London 

talent. Sect_viscera addresses the new spaces opened by drag after the human 
and explores the non-binary possibilities for queerness. Sect_viscera celebrates 
the inorganic, the prosthetic, and the nonhuman as ways of fucking gender.

2. The magazine will be having a launch on the 5th of March 2019 in Vogue Fabrics 
Dalston in London, which is the most reasonable venue for the launch, for 
expenditure and the fact many of the contributors are London-based artists.

3. Multiple members of the JCR are in involved in the magazine.

THE JCR BELIEVES:
1. It is important and integral to platform non-mainstream expressions of queerness 

and to create a space where those expressions can be celebrated. The event is 
for one night and will provide a venue for the magazine to be disseminated. It will 
also be a place where contributors can convene and share and celebrate the 
work.

THE JCR RESOLVES:
1. To help fund the launch which will take place at VFD, by way of £200 for the 

deposit, drinks and other contingencies associated with an event like this.

Proposed: Lewis Hunt   Onatra
Seconded: Rita Kimijima-Dennemeyer (JCR Welfare Rep)

Short factual points:

H. Engler asks what the difference is between Oxford based and London focused

L. Hunt notes that many Oxford contributors are doing lay-in and the editorial team is 
Oxford undergraduates whereas contributors are in London and this is a space 
specific for platforming this type of content. 

H. Engler asks how £200 was reached as a figure. 

L. Hunt notes that it is for posters and venue charges, including decorating the 
space. This is malleable but is a projected cost for a successful evening. 

H. Engler asks if there is any other funding available.
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L. Hunt notes that no other funding has been sought. The event would have to 
self0fund or sell their own art. Using avenues like the JCR is what is required in this 
instance. 

Points of debate:

H. Engler argues that it sounds like a fantastic event, but £200 is a lot of money 
given this only leaves £60 left.

L. Hunt argues that this is reasonable and will take an amendment in favour of 
lowering the cost to £100 as friendly. This can be the deposit, however marketing 
costs would require £200 of funding. This additional expenditure is required but 
having heard earlier questioning, L. Hunt feels this amendment is proportionate. 

The Entz Rep (Kavana Crossley) states that it might be better to amend this to £150 
with some copies for the JCR. It would also be good to know more about the content.

L. Hunt is happy to provide some copies. The editorial content is deeply visual and 
for people whose work is written about non-binary bodies and ‘ambiguating’ non-
binary bodies. Art is of course separate from normal existence. L. Hunt has some 
photos but this is mainly visual and body art, centring on performance. There are 
also many interviews with queer artists, including Brazilian artists working under the 
presidency of Bolsanaro. This online community is now creating a magazine. The 
motivation behind this publication is to create a place for a quantity and community 
of work to centralise around. The work is incredibly important and inspiring - the 
writing is varied on different topics, for example with club artists in London. It 
involved two other named. St. Hugh’s undergraduates, including one of the JCR 
Welfare Reps, but the lay-in is completed solely with Oxford undergraduates. 

A. Worsley asks whether there are any other Oxford based collaborators who can be 
approached for funding. 

L. Hunt notes that other costs have been covered by other JCRs for the print. Now is 
the time to try and secure funding from St. Hugh’s — to secure specifically event 
funding, not magazine funding. 

Vote:
Voting took place with the friendly amendment stipulating a £150 contribution 
contingent on some copies being delivered to the JCR.

THE MOTION PASSES

______________

5. Action motions for debate not asking for funding.
Motion A: Improving Travel Grants Meeting

THE JCR NOTES:
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1. In the Travel Grants Meeting following the final JCR Meeting of each term, 
applications for Travel Grants are read out by the Chair, prior to an online vote

THE JCR BELIEVES:
1. Travel Grants meetings continue to drag, especially when there are lots of 

applications;
2. The main reason for this is that the word limits for the parts of the applications that 

are read out are way too generous;
3. Reducing the word limits would have the additional benefit of making it easier 

when voting to remember the different applications that have been heard. 

THE JCR RESOLVES:
1. To amend paragraph 5 of Appendix F, and the Travel Grants application form, such 

that:
1. The word limit for the short description of the project is reduced from 100 

to 50 words, and
2. The word limit for the short explanation as to why the JCR should fund the 

project is reduced from 200 to 75 words

Proposed: Curtis Crowley (he/him, ex-Secretary and ex-Independent Chair)
Seconded: Alex Buchanan (he/him, ex-Secretary)

Points of debate:

R. Whittaker thinks the word limit should be maintained because this is a significant 
amount of money. 

J. Holmes thinks limiting the word count means travel grant applications will become 
formulaic. 

M. Clark argues in favour of limiting the words to speed up the process of reading 
out the applications. 

The Secretary notes that this change will involve a change to Appendix F. He notes 
that the Travel Grants process is about to begin so it would be good to have this 
clarified so we can have a transparent and proper process. 

Vote
10 in favour, 25 against, 18 abstentions

THE MOTION FAILS, IN THE SECOND INSTANCE. 

NO CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE IS MADE.

_______________ 

6. Statement motions for debate. 
None submitted
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7. Items for discussion. 
None declared

8. Elections taking place in the JCR

The JCR Charities election took place. Charities were proposed by 8 JCR members. 
An online ballot was held following this. 

9.Any other business. 

M. D’Aloisio-Montilla encourages members to come down to Uni Parks at 2pm on 
the following day to support the Men’s 2nd XI Football team in their Cuppers Semi-
Final.

____________
Any questions regarding the running of this meeting should be directed to the 
Independent Chair, Paddy Byfield.
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