
Philosophy, Politics and Economics Applicant Advice 

Below is some advice from Klaudia and Asha who are currently studying PPE at St Hugh’s, we hope you find it 

helpful! 

 

TSA Test Advice  

I would definitely recommend doing a few practice TSA tests – start off not doing them timed and 

then have a go at a few timed ones once you feel more comfortable, and you can mark them if that 

helps as the solutions are online. Speed is everything at the start so answer all of them even if you’re 

not sure, but be more careful in the later section once they start docking points for the wrong answers. 

I personally saved 2 logic sections to do just before the actual test to help me get in the mood, but I 

never practiced any of the essay questions. Due to the time constraint try not to stress and dwell on 

questions that you are unsure about, go with your gut and keep calm. 

As for the essay questions, pick the one you are most comfortable doing and one that you feel able to 

make the best argument about. I personally stuck to quite a resolute tone and picked a side as that 

worked best for me, plus it’s only a short essay so a nice snappy argument works well! Don’t worry if 

you haven’t formally studied any of the topics within the essay questions before, they’re not testing 

your knowledge but how well you can write under pressure, so ensure that you structure your essay 

well and try to bring in read world examples whenever possible. 

 

Personal Statement Advice 

Make sure that you’re able to explain the meaning behind every line in your personal statement 

because they can pick on any of them and question you about it. I was even asked to define the fancy 

words I had used! There’s really no need to use ‘impressive’ language or phrases and I’d probably 

advise against it, just keep your sentences short and accessible. Keeping it simple is fine, all you need 

to do is demonstrate your passion across the three disciplines. 

Try to include each subject from PPE and why you’re interested in it. I would recommend organising 

your personal statement into: a short intro, philosophy, politics, economics, other relevant 

interests/experience. It is important to mention each discipline separately and try to make each 

section relatively similar in size. 

I’d really recommend doing extra research into a topic you’re interested in for each subject, whether 

this be in the form of an EPQ or just extra reading you have done in your own time. For example, I was 

really interested in the topic of women’s suffrage, so I talked about that in my statement so that I 

knew I had something that I was passionate and knowledgeable about if I was questioned about my 

personal statement. 

Don’t worry if you haven’t studied any of the subjects before, but if this is the case make sure to 

demonstrate why it is that you are interested in them and why you want to study them now. I would 

advise doing some additional reading across the subjects. I hadn’t studied Philosophy before and 

would really recommend the book ‘Think’ by Simon Blackburn as it gives you an insight into key 

philosophical arguments and is a really good starting point to develop your interest further. Also don’t 

worry about trying to read numerous difficult texts, you can also demonstrate passion for your subject 

by attending talks or events by local politicians, watching documentaries or TED Talks online etc; 



additional research doesn’t just have to be through reading, (but bear in mind that Philosophy and 

Politics will require a lot of reading if you get in)! 

 

Interview Advice 

Each college will be different, at one college I had one longer interview with all three tutors across 

each discipline and at St Hugh’s I had three shorter separate interviews, one for each subject.  A lot of 

my interviews weren’t really fact based and no name dropping was involved – it was more about 

voicing your opinion and working through a general problem. There’s no need to worry about the 

amount of knowledge you have, many people won’t have studied any of the three subjects before so 

the tutors are just wanting to see how you work through problems. 

I was given some time to read through a text beforehand and whilst it was nothing like I had studied 

before they didn’t mind as they were just trying to see whether I could form interesting opinions and 

how easily I could engage in a discussion about new material. So don’t panic if you don’t understand 

the key text, make as many notes as possible and don’t be afraid to ask the tutors to clarify any parts 

of the text that you don’t understand. Similarly, if they ask you a question and you don’t know the 

answer don’t stress about it, instead of just responding that you are unsure, explain what you do know 

and what additional information you require to make a more informed judgement. 

In one of my economics interviews I was given a sheet with some basic A-Level Maths questions on so 

maybe just make sure that you are confident in the basics before your interview. 

 

Good Luck! 


